
   

Irish Film Classification Office opens public consultation on draft 
Strategy Statement 2026-2028  

 
Thursday, 6th November 2025. The Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO) is inviting 
members of the public to have their say on its future strategic focus in a public 
consultation on its draft Strategy Statement 2026-2028, launched today.  
 
The new draft Strategy Statement builds upon and consolidates IFCO’s work and 
activities over the past three years. The focus of the Office is to continue to ensure that 
audiovisual content regulation empowers citizens and promotes plurality.  
 
Key to this, the new Strategy Statement acknowledges the importance of young 
audiences. IFCO intends to implement an enhanced programme of engagement with this 
audience through at least five focused activities each year.  
 
The Strategy Statement recognises that more progress is needed to help the public to 
better understand IFCO’s classifications and to facilitate better access to its consumer 
advice. As part of this, IFCO will increase and improve its online presence and audience 
engagement through the IFCO website and social media.  
 
A particular priority for 2026 to 2028 will be accelerated activity with major film festivals 
to promote the role and contribution of IFCO within the wider industry.  
 
The draft Strategy Statement details a range of other strategic objectives, KPIs and 
targets. These fall under three strategic themes: Quality Service, Resource Effectiveness 
and Excellence in Governance, and Communication and Engagement.  
 
Committing, Director of Film Classification, Dr Ciarán Kissane said: “The 
development of this new draft Strategy Statement coincides with IFCO’s move from the 
Department of Justice, Home Affairs and Migration to the Department of Culture, 
Communications and Sport. This is an important change as it clearly marks the transition 
from censorship in a space of law and order to IFCO being part of a larger cultural 
landscape in Ireland, including the regulation of audiovisual content. 
 
“In this space, our core mission remains to provide trusted and responsive guidance and 
classifications that reflect and shape community standards, while supporting a diversity 
of audiovisual content for Irish audiences, and enhancing the public’s understanding and 
engagement with such content. 
 



   

“Under our current Strategy Statement, I am pleased that we have achieved the majority 
of what we set out to do. Highlights of the last three years include the publication of our 
new Classification Guidelines, our centenary programme of events, and our joint 
audience research project with Coimisiún na Meán and the Ombudsman for Children’s 
Office, which was published last month. We look forward to building on this work over the 
next three years.” 
 
The Irish Film Classification Office draft Strategy Statement 2026-2028 is available now 
for the public to view here. Submissions should be sent to info@ifco.gov.ie with ‘Draft 
Strategy Statement’ in the subject line. The closing date for submissions is Tuesday, 25th 
November, with the intension to formally submit the Strategy Statement to the Minister 
for Culture, Communication and Sports by the end of this year. 
 
ENDS  
 
Media contact: Marit de Leve, DHR Communications, Email: Marit@DHR.ie / Tel: 089 
617 4309.  
 
Notes to editors:  

• Director of Film Classification, Dr Ciarán Kissane is available for interview on 
request.  

 
About IFCO: 
Oifig Aicmithe Scannán na hÉireann The Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO) is a 
statutory body under the aegis of the Department of Culture, Communications & Sport. 
It is responsible for examining and certifying all cinema films and DVDs distributed in 
Ireland that are not otherwise exempt from classification. IFCO also licences retail and 
wholesale outlets that sell DVDs. Established on a statutory basis pursuant to the 
Censorship of Films Act 1923, the role of the Office has been expanded by the various 
censorship of films acts and the Video Recordings Act, 1989. Its name was changed from 
Film Censor's Office to The Irish Film Classification Office in 2008 to reflect its changing 
role - from censorship to providing age classifications and advice. The IFCO’s decisions 
are legally binding, and all powers of prohibition remain. The decisions of IFCO are 
independent and can be appealed to the Classification of Films Appeal Board. Website: 
www.ifco.ie. 
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