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PRESS RELEASE
Tuesday, 9t July 2024
IFCO opens public consultation on film classification guidelines
Irish Film Classification Office also publishes annual review for 2023

IFCO, the Irish Film Classification Office, has today (09.07.24) opened a public consultation on
revised draft classification guidelines, which will inform how it classifies audiovisual content,
including cinema releases and home entertainment content that is sold in Ireland. Such content
includes short and feature-length films, and film trailers.

The revised guidelines were informed by extensive research carried out by IFCO and Behaviour
& Attitudes examining the public’s views on the suitability of existing classification guidelines. The
research specifically sought feedback from parents and teens with a focus on social concerns,
cultural changes, and attitudes to the depictions of sexual violence, suicide and self-harm, the
portrayal of young people on screen and the importance of context in classification. The research
indicated that among teenagers; sexual violence, suicide, and the portrayal of young people are
the areas where guidance and boundaries are most needed, along with content that can be seen
to impact on mental health.

The revised guidelines respond to this finding by expanding the ‘Drugs’ category. Now entitled
‘Dangerous Behaviour’ it is proposed to include self-harm, drug misuse, criminal activity, and anti-
social behaviour. The context for various classification is also set out in the revised guidelines.
Classifications remain the same.

Commenting, Director of the Irish Film Classification Office, Dr Ciaran Kissane said: “To remain
relevant and valued, it is important that IFCO’s film classifications and guidelines are consistent
with public expectations. Capturing a snapshot of the public’s views about film and media content
and the role and remit of IFCO, the B&A research was invaluable in helping us to reflect
contemporary attitudes to social concerns and cultural changes in age ratings and classification
guidelines.

“We are now inviting the wider public to have their say on the revised guidelines, before we
finalise and adopt them. The public consultation will be open until the end of July, and we expect

to have the new classification guidelines in operation by September.”

IFCO also published its annual report today. It found that, in 2023:
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e IFCO classified 1,134 theatrical works for cinema release — almost back to pre-pandemic
levels. More than 75% of these certificates for theatrical works were in the advisory
categories of PG, 12A or 15A.

e At €100m, cinema box office revenue was up 10% on the previous year. Barbie,
Oppenheimer and The Super Mario Brothers Movie were the top three cinema releases in
terms of box office revenue.

e There was a significant drop in the number of video works classified for home
entertainment — down from 1,532 in 2022 to 978 in 2023.

e Just under 280,000 DVDs and Blu-rays were sold, down 28% on 2022. The top three
home entertainment releases mirrored that of the cinema release top three.

e IFCO received 26 complaints, relating to 13 different films (less than 1% of the total
number of films classified that year). The majority of the complaints (7) related to A Man
Called Otto.

Commenting, Dr Kissane said: “Last year was an extremely busy one for IFCO. In addition to our
classification work, we published our new Strategy Statement 2023-2025, launched a new logo,
and marked the centenary of the opening of the Office with a series of events and activities. Our
Annual Report 2023 shows that we made significant progress in delivering the Statement’s Vision,
Mission and Strategic Objectives. I look forward to further engaging with the public and other
stakeholders and marking further progress this time next year.

“So far, 2024 is also looking strong for theatrical releases (features, short and trailers). While we
have classified nearly a quarter more theatrical releases on the same period last year, the big
increase is in short films. We have classified 70 already this year, compared with four for the
same time in 2023. This increase reflects our enhanced partnership with festivals. Box office
revenue for January — June 2024 is also up slightly. At €43m, it's up €200,000 on the same period
in 2023.”

Disney's Inside Out 2 was the top grossing film at the Irish box office for the first six months of
2024, followed by Warner’s Dune: Part II, and Universal’'s Migration and Kung Fu Panda 4 and

Sony’s Anyone But You.

The draft revised IFCO Classification Code can be found here. The closing date for submissions
is 31t July 2024.

ENDS

Contact: Joanne Ahern / Siona Cahill, DHR Communications. Tel: 087-9881837 / 087-
753 0255.


https://www.ifco.ie/en/ifco/pages/news
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Notes for Editors:
¢ Dr Ciaran Kissane is available for interview, on request.
e The IFCO Annual Report 2023 can be found here.
¢ An infographic of the January — June 2024 statistics — including the top grossing films so
far this year - can be found here.

About IFCO:

Oifig Aicmithe Scannan na hEireann The Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO) is a statutory body
established under the aegis of the Department of Justice. It is responsible for examining and
certifying all cinema films and DVDs distributed in Ireland that are not otherwise exempt from
classification. IFCO also licences retail and wholesale outlets that sell DVDs. Established on a
statutory basis pursuant to the Censorship of Films Act 1923, the role of the Office has been
expanded by the various censorship of films acts and the Video Recordings Act, 1989. Its name
was changed from Film Censor's Office to The Irish Film Classification Office in 2008 to reflect its
changing role - from censorship to providing age classifications and advice. The IFCO’s decisions
are legally binding, and all powers of prohibition remain. The decisions of IFCO are independent
and can be appealed to the Classification of Films Appeal Board. Dr Ciaran Kissane was appointed
as the Director of Film Classification in March 2023 following a public competition.
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