
IFCO classified 1,443 works for cinema release in 2025, up over 5% on 
2024 

• IFCO releases 2025 Theatrical and Home Entertainment Statistics 

• 2025 total box office revenue €95.24m, down €7.2m on 2024 

• Top 3 performing releases by box office revenue: A Minecraft Movie, Bridget 
Jones: Mad About The Boy, and Wicked: For Good 

 
Wednesday, 28th January 2026. The Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO) has today 
published its annual Theatrical and Home Entertainment Statistics for 2025. Last year, 
IFCO classified a total of 1,443 theatrical works. This refers to feature films, short films, 
and cinema trailers classified for cinema release.  The overall figure grew by over 5% from 
1,365 in 2024. 
 
While the number of classification certificates for features and trailers each increased by 
over 5% compared to 2024, the number of certificates issued for shorts was down by 23% 
in 2025. However, there was an increase in submissions of shorts in packages for 
collective screening. The actual number of shorts reviewed by IFCO was down by just 5 
films.   
 
Most features and shorts classified for Irish cinema release originated in India (27%), 
followed closely by the United States (26%). Films originating in Ireland accounted for 
15% of features and shorts classified in 2025. This was followed by material originating in 
the UK (13%), the EU (excl. Ireland) (8%) and the rest of the world (11%). More than 80% 
of features and shorts received a PG, 12A or 15A classification. The 16 and 18 age 
categories accounted for less than 10% of the certificates issued in 2025. 
 
Total box office revenue in 2025 was €95.24m, down €7.2m on 2024, which equates to a 
7% decrease. By way of context, ticket sales at cinemas in Ireland were down by 9.5% on 
2024 amounting to 10.69 million sales. One third of cinema audiences in 2025 were aged 
between 15-34 with a further 20% aged 35-44. Last year’s top three performing releases 
in terms of box office revenue were A Minecraft Movie, Bridget Jones: Mad About The Boy, 
and Wicked: For Good. 
 
Commenting, Director of Film Classification, Dr Ciarán Kissane said:  
“We were pleased to see an increase in submissions for classification for cinema release 
in 2025. It is great to see a continuous growth in the number of submissions year on year. 
Looking back over the last 10 years, we can see that submissions for classification are up 
almost 60% on 2015. This shows the strength, resilience and talent of the industry. Total 
classifications now routinely exceed the pre-pandemic peak of 2019. 



 
“It is particularly welcome to see homegrown Irish content account for 15% or more of 
the overall submissions in the last two years. I have no doubt that the increasing success 
and recognition of Irish film makers and actors, including recent award win and 
nominations for Jessie Buckley, will have a positive effect on the growth of Irish content 
in the years ahead.  
 
“While individual certificates for short films were down, we worked closely with film 
festivals on classifying packages for collective screening. This had the effect of bringing 
multiple shorts to diverse film festivals across the country, an important medium for 
reaching audiences in addition to cinema. IFCO also partnered with Screen Ireland to 
showcase Irish shorts on Culture Night in 2025, and we hope to do so again this year.  One 
of the shorts featured during the event was Retirement Plan which is nominated in the 
Best Animated Short Film category for the 2026 Oscars.” 
 
All films shown in Irish cinemas – except for cinema clubs – must be classified by IFCO 
prior to screening. The IFCO classification decisions along with consumer advice is 
published on the IFCO website – www.ifco.ie - ahead of each film’s release. 
 
Home Entertainment 
IFCO is also responsible for classifying home entertainment. This comprises DVDs, Blu-
Ray and Pan-European Game Information (PEGI) 18 rated video games distributed in 
Ireland. In 2025, IFCO classified 622 such works, down 35% on 2024. This included 576 
feature films/extras, 24 video games and 22 trailers. The total sales of physical home 
entertainment in Ireland in 2025 was 195,809 units, down 10% from 2024. Among the top 
sellers last year were Wicked, Gladiator 2, and A Minecraft Movie.  
 
Commenting, Director of Film Classification, Dr Ciarán Kissane said: 
“In recent years we have seen an ongoing decline in the sale of physical home 
entertainment in favour of online purchases or streaming service. However, like vinyl 
records, there is a solid collector’s market for physical audiovisual material. This is 
reflected in the slower decline in units sold compared to the number of submissions for 
IFCO classification in 2025. IFCO’s work is driven by the number of titles released for 
physical sale in Ireland, not the sales figures. This makes it makes it difficult to predict 
the volume of submissions year on year.”  
 
Complaints/Feedback  
IFCO received 16 pieces of correspondence from Irish audiences in relation to 13 
different films/trailers – less than 1% of the total theatrical works classified in 2025. Only 



two of the correspondence were considered a complaint in accordance with IFCO’s 
Complaints Procedure. IFCO responded to all the correspondence.   
 
Commenting, Director of Film Classification, Dr Ciarán Kissane said: 
“At IFCO, we endeavour to provide audiovisual content regulation that empowers people. 
We are committed to providing trusted guidance and advice to help audiences make 
informed decisions about what they – and their children – watch. In line with this, most of 
our classifications in 2025 were in the advisory PG, 12A or 15A categories.  
 
“A great deal of thought and consideration goes into each and every classification 
decision and accompanying consumer advice. The low number of complaints and 
feedback we received last year again shows that our classifications are relevant and 
reflect current community standards and expectations.  This is also reflected in audience 
research published in October 2025.”  
 
ENDS   
 
Media contact: Marit de Leve, DHR Communications, Email: Marit@DHR.ie / Tel: 089 
617 4309.   
 
Notes to editors:   

• Director of Film Classification, Dr Ciarán Kissane is available for interview on 
request.  

• The IFCO Theatrical and Home Entertainment Statistics 2025 can be found here. 

• A list of complaints and feedback received by IFCO in 2025 can be found here.  
 
About IFCO:  
Oifig Aicmithe Scannán na hÉireann The Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO) is a 
statutory body under the aegis of the Department of Culture, Communications & Sport. 
It is responsible for examining and certifying all cinema films and DVDs distributed in 
Ireland that are not otherwise exempt from classification. IFCO also licences retail and 
wholesale outlets that sell DVDs. Established on a statutory basis pursuant to the 
Censorship of Films Act 1923, the role of the Office has been expanded by the various 
censorship of films acts and the Video Recordings Act, 1989. Its name was changed from 
Film Censor's Office to The Irish Film Classification Office in 2008 to reflect its changing 
role - from censorship to providing age classifications and advice. The IFCO’s decisions 
are legally binding, and all powers of prohibition remain. The decisions of IFCO are 
independent and can be appealed to the Classification of Films Appeal Board. Website: 
www.ifco.ie. 
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