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Number of films classified for cinema release increases in 2024 — IFCO

o Films originating from Ireland accounted for 17% of features and shorts classified.
o The total number of tickets sold at the box office in Ireland in 2024 was 11.62 million, up 1%
on the 2023 figure.

The Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO) classified a total of 1,365 theatrical works in 2024. This
includes feature films, short films, and cinema trailers. While feature films (580) and cinema trailers
(700) were up by over 10% on 2023 figures, the largest increase was in the number of shorts classified
by IFCO. 85 certificates for shorts were issued in 2024, up from 17 in the previous year. Overall, the
number of theatrical works classified last year was up by over 20% on the 2023 figures (1,134) and
surpasses the 2019 pre-pandemic peak of 1,169.

Most features and shorts classified for Irish cinema release originated from India (24%), marginally
ahead of the United States (23%). Films originating from Ireland accounted for 17% of features and
shorts classified for Irish cinema in 2024. This is a significant increase on 2023 figures, where Irish
material accounted for just 10% of the features and shorts classified. This was followed by the UK
(13%), Europe (13%), and Rest of the World (10%).

All films shown in Irish cinemas — except for cinema clubs — must be classified by IFCO prior to
screening. In line with IFCO’s role in providing trusted guidance, more than 75% of theatrical
certificates for features and shorts issued in 2024 were in the PG, 12A or 15A categories. The 16 and
18 categories accounted for less than 10% of the certificates issued by IFCO last year. Classification
decisions along with consumer advice are published on the IFCO website, ahead of each film’s release.

Total box office revenue last year was €102.5m, up €1.5m on 2023 figures. Inside Out 2, Despicable
Me 4, and Deadpool and Wolverine were the top three cinema releases in 2024 - in terms of box office
revenue. The total number of tickets sold at the box office in Ireland in 2024 was 11.62 million, up 1%
on the 2023 figure.

Commenting, Director of Film Classification, Dr Ciaran Kissane said:

“The Irish Film Classification Office was delighted to see an increase in submissions for classification
across 2024. We are now at a new peak of classification for cinema releases. As the film classifier, we
are committed to supporting the availability of a diverse range of audiovisual content to Irish audiences.

“It is great to see the Irish film industry thriving at the moment with an increase from 10% to 17% of
features and shorts classified for Irish cinema originating from Ireland. It’s great to see Irish titles,
‘Kneecap’ and ‘Small Things Like These’, in the top 25 box office hits in 2024. The rise in certificates
for Irish content reflects IFCO’s increased engagement and support for Irish film makers and festivals.
It also indicates that cinema releases remain an important element of the promotional strategy for new
Irish content.”


https://www.ifco.ie/
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Home Entertainment

IFCO is also responsible for classifying home entertainment (DVD, Blu-Ray and PEGI 18 rated video
games) distributed in Ireland. In 2024, IFCO classified 947 of such material, down marginally from 978
in 2023. This included 912 feature films/extras, 22 video games and 13 trailers. Less than 5% of such
works received an over-18 classification certificate. Total sales of physical home entertainment material
in 2024 was 218,420 units, down over 20% on sales in 2023. Oppenheimer, Wonka, and Barbie were in
the top three of the home entertainment chart, based on units sold.

Commenting, Dr Kissane said:

“The marginal difference in the number of home entertainment works classified in 2024 compared to
2023 shows that the decline in home entertainment’s physical sales has slowed and this is supported by
industry projections for 2025.

“The increased fragmentation of streaming services, and the availability of ‘exclusive bonus material’
on physical releases means these remain attractive to consumers, especially collectors.

“IFCO’s work is determined by the number of titles released for physical sale in Ireland, not the sales
figures. Classification is expected to continue at current levels in the short to medium term.”

Complaints and Feedback
IFCO have published the complaints and feedback received by the Office in 2024.

In the last year, IFCO received 15 feedback and complaint correspondences relating to 11 different
films, of which one was considered to be a complaint in accordance with [IFCO’s Complaints Procedure.
2% of the features classified in 2024 were subject of correspondence.

All feedback and complaints received were resolved.

Commenting, Dr Kissane said:

“At IFCO, we are committed to providing trusted guidance and information to help audiences make
informed decisions on what video content they — and their children - view. Working with our
Classification Guidelines, we put a great deal of consideration into each classification decision and the
accompanying consumer advice. We are in the process of finalising updated Classification Guidelines
and these will be published shortly.”

ENDS

Media contact: Marit de Leve / Siona Cahill, DHR Communications, Tel: 089 617 4309/ 087 753
0255, Email: Marit@dhr.ie / Siona@dhr.ie.

Note for Editors:
e Director of Film Classification, Dr Ciaran Kissane is available for interview, on request.
e The IFCO Theatrical and Home Entertainment Statistics 2024 are available here
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e Alist of complaints and feedback received by IFCO in 2024 can be found here

About IFCO:

Oifig Aicmithe Scannan na hEireann The Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO) is a statutory body
established under the aegis of the Department of Justice. It is responsible for examining and certifying
all cinema films and DVDs distributed in Ireland that are not otherwise exempt from classification.
IFCO also licences retail and wholesale outlets that sell DV Ds. Established on a statutory basis pursuant
to the Censorship of Films Act 1923, the role of the Office has been expanded by the various censorship
of films acts and the Video Recordings Act, 1989. Its name was changed from Film Censor's Office to
The Irish Film Classification Office in 2008 to reflect its changing role - from censorship to providing
age classifications and advice. The IFCQO’s decisions are legally binding, and all powers of prohibition
remain. The decisions of IFCO are independent and can be appealed to the Classification of Films
Appeal Board.
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