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CONSULTATION INTRODUCTION  

The IFCO Strategy Statement 2023-2025 included a commitment to revise the IFCO 
Classification Guidelines with reference to the Outcomes of the B&A research published in 
2023 and stakeholder feedback. This research is available on the IFCO website 
www.ifco.ie/news. 

A draft set of new Guidelines have been prepared with reference to the research findings 
and IFCO’s own experience to date including engagement with stakeholders. It was also 
informed by an extensive review of practices in a range of other jurisdictions. 

The most significant change is the replacement of the “Drugs” heading in the classification 
structure with a broader one “Dangerous Behaviour”. This reflects the feedback that issues 
such as self-harm and bullying should receive greater prominence in consumer advice. 

Stakeholders are invited to review this draft and submit any observations before 5pm on 
July 31st 2024.  

Responses should be submitted to info@ifco.gov.ie.  

All responses will be published with personal information redacted following the conclusion 

of the review process. 
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DRAFT IFCO CLASSIFICATION GUIDELINES INTRODUCTION  

IFCO’s is responsible for providing the advice that adults and children need to make informed 

choices about the cinema and home entertainment content that they access and watch. When 

exercising this responsibility, IFCO is guided by three main principles: 

 We have a duty to protect children and young people from harm. 

 We strongly encourage and support parents in responsibly choosing suitable 

material for children and in helping children to understand the context, themes and 

issues presented. 

 We believe that adults (i.e., persons over 18) should be free, within the law, to 

choose what they wish to view. 

When IFCO classifies a piece of audiovisual content, we consider it in whole and in context 

with reference to the legislation, our current Strategy Statement and these Classification 

Guidelines.  IFCO also has reference to general community standards based on research and 

feedback on its ongoing classifications.  Such standards evolve and IFCO’s decisions reflect 

this dynamic environment.   These guidelines set out the following:  

1. General considerations that inform classification decisions 

2. Specific classification considerations for language, violence, sexual content, and 

dangerous behaviour. 

3. IFCO’s Classification Categories. 

4. Guidelines for each of the Classification Categories.  
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1. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS: THEME/CONTEXT/TONE/OUTCOME 

 

The topics explored in any piece of content and overall approach to, and treatment of, these 

topics is a central consideration in each classification decision.  The nature of the issues 

raised and how they are presented, examined and resolved are relevant in assessing the 

impact of a piece of content on audiences.  We consider themes and issues that may be 

sensitive or challenging for some viewers, taking into account their treatment and age-

appropriateness. 

Historical, educational, fantasy or comic contexts, for example, or the positive resolution of 

sensitive issues may mean that content can be considered suitable material younger 

audience.  Equally content that is more realistic, frightening and/or with a negative outcome 

can be unsettling for children.    The intensity and/or sustained nature of challenging or 

threatening content is also a relevant factor.   The nature of the story and the historical 

settings are also relevant factors especially when it comes to difficult areas such as 

discriminatory language or behaviour.  
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2. SPECIFIC CLASSIFICATION CONSIDERATIONS: 

LANGUAGE/SEX/VIOLENCE/DANGEROUS BEHAVIOUR 

2.1 Language 

We pay specific attention to the language contained in content, both in terms of coarse 

language and discriminatory language.  The impact of language and its justification within 

the overall text are also factors that are considered.  Historical, educational, fantasy or 

comic contexts, for example may provide a justification for the inclusion of language which 

would be problematic in more realistic or threatening contexts.   

2.2 Violence  

Violent content is assessed in terms of it intensity, frequency, detail and impact. The extent 

to which violence is implied or threatened is also relevant. The nature of the violence e.g. 

sexual violence or sustained torture are also relevant considerations.  Historical, fantasy or 

comic contexts, for example may provide a justification for the inclusion of violent content 

which would be problematic in more realistic or threatening contexts 

2.3 Sexual Content and Nudity 

In advising on sexual content and nudity, we consider the extent to which the content is 

sexual suggestive or depicts actual sexual activity.  The justification for this content in the 

narrative and the intensity and frequency of it are also examined.  Historical, educational, 

fantasy or comic contexts, for example may provide a justification for the inclusion of sexual 

content which would be problematic in more realistic or threatening contexts.    

2.4 Dangerous Behaviour  

Depictions of dangerous behaviour such as self-harm, drug misuse, criminal activity, anti-

social behaviour are also considered.  The justification for this content in the narrative and 

the intensity and frequency of it are also examined.  Historical, educational, fantasy or comic 

contexts, for example may provide a justification for the inclusion of such content which 

would be problematic in more realistic contexts.   The extent to which the content, 

normalises, glamorises or encourages such behaviour is also considered.  
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3. IFCO’s CLASSIFICATION CATEGORIES 

IFCO applies a tiered set of age-based classifications which reflect our legislative framework 

and have been endorsed as effective by feedback and research.   The structure takes into 

consideration where and how the content will be accessed and how our classification 

decision will be practically implemented by stakeholders.    

3.1 Cinema Classifications  

For content released in cinemas, our classifications indicate the age at which a viewer can 

be admitted on their own or accompanied by a parent or guardian to view this content. 

Cinema owners and operators have a strong track record in ensuring that IFCO ratings are 

complied with.  

In the case of pre-teen children we identify if a film is suitable for all audiences or requires 

an element of parental review to decide if it is appropriate for a particular young viewer.  In 

the case of movies suitable for early teens, we attach the symbol ‘A’ to our cinema which 

stands for ‘Accompanied.’   This allows younger viewers to be admitted only if they are 

accompanied by an adult.  

For cinema admissions, we use the following classifications: 

 G - General Audience  

 PG - Parental Guidance 

 12A - Suitable for viewers of 12 years and over. Those younger than 12 

may be admitted if accompanied by an adult 

 15A - Suitable for viewers of 15 years and over. Those younger than 15 

may be admitted if accompanied by an adult 

 16 - Only those aged 16 and over can be admitted 

 18 - Only those aged 18 and over can be admitted 

3.2 Home Entertainment Classifications  

For content released for viewing at home, our classifications primarily determine the age 

threshold for purchasing a piece of content. The classification should also act as a guide for 

the appropriate age for viewing that piece of content however, there is an element of 

parental discretion with all these categories as the viewing is not in a public space and 
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children react differently to particular types of material.  IFCO recommends that citizens 

consult the IFCO classifications and consumer advice before deciding if a piece of home 

entertainment is suitable for themselves and their children.   There is no discretion in terms 

of the sale of the material to children under the relevant age threshold.  

For Home Entertainment we use the following classifications: 

 G  - General Audience 

 PG - Parental Guidance 

 12 - Suitable for viewers of 12 years and over. 

 15 - Suitable for viewers of 15 years and over. 

 18 - Suitable for viewers of 18 years and over. 

There is a consistency and synergy between the two sets of classifications which is designed 

make them easy to understand.   

IFCO provides advice in relation to each title reviewed.  This provides a classification 

category rating and advice with reference to the general considerations (1 above) and the 

specific issues set out at 2 above.   This is presented in pictorial and text format.    

Section 4 below provides more information on the guidelines for each of the individual 

classification categories.  

 

  



8 
 

4. Guidelines for the individual classification categories 

G –General Guidelines  

A film classified as ‘General’ should be suitable for children of who have started in school 

and will not contain content that will upset younger children. Language, violence, sexual and 

any depictions of dangerous behaviour will be very mild in impact, brief and presented in 

suitable contexts (e.g. fantasy) with a quick resolution and a reassuring outcome.  We 

strongly encourage parents/guardians - who know their own children best - to consult the 

IFCO consumer advice available before deciding what is appropriate.  

PG  Parental Guidance Guidelines 

A film classified as ‘PG’ will be suitable for older children, though it may not necessarily be a 

‘children’s film.’  Parents and guardians know their children best and the IFCO advice aims 

to assist them in selecting material suitable for their own children’s tastes and sensitivities. 

PG titles may contain elements and issues (e.g. war, family issues) that may confuse or 

unsettle younger viewers but within contexts and with outcomes that reassure. Frightening 

scenes, or scenes with violence will not be graphic or sustained, unless presented in a clearly 

comic or fantasy context. PG films may include sexually suggestive scenes but sexual activity 

will be implied rather than depicted and sexual references will be mild. PG titles may include 

infrequent bad language but discriminatory terms only if contextually justified. References 

to dangerous behaviour will be mild but stronger references can be included in educational 

contexts with clear discouragement.    

12A Guidance Guidelines (12 in Home Entertainment) 

When we attach ‘A’ to a cinema rating it stands for ‘unless ACCOMPANIED.’ 12A titles are 

broadly suitable for children of twelve and can be viewed by younger children if 

accompanied by a parent or adult. We encourage parents to find out more about the 

specific content before deciding whether the material is suitable for their children. Titles 

classified as 12A can include more complex themes and mature exploration of issues such as 

crime, bullying, relationships. 12A films can contain moderate violence and sustained threat, 

with stronger scenes permitted if the context (e.g. fantasy) and outcome allow. Sexual 

situations and dialogue without explicit detail, and brief sexual nudity can occur in 12A films. 
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Moderate bad language can be included but discriminatory language should be justified by 

the context. Brief scenes and references to dangerous behaviour, without instruction, 

glamorisation or normalisation can be included.    

15A Guidance Guidelines (15 in Home Entertainment) 

 

When we attach ‘A’ to an age rating, it stands for ‘unless ACCOMPANIED.’ Films classified 

15A are suitable for teenagers of 15 years and above but can be viewed by younger children 

if accompanied by a parent or adult. We encourage parents to find out more about the 

specific content before deciding whether the material is suitable for their teens. 15A titles 

can include portrayals of themes that require a mature outlook and understanding and 

elements that have a strong impact. 15A material can include realistic violence, injury and 

horror. Sexual violence can be included if contextually justified. Sex scenes and strong 

sexual references are permitted. Bad language and discriminatory terms can be strong and 

frequent. Scenes with dangerous behaviour can be included but without instruction, 

glamorisation or normalisation.  

 

 16 Guidance Guidelines (Cinema Only) 

Films classified in this category are suitable only for persons of sixteen or over.  

The 16 certificate recognises that older teenagers can digest and understand complex, 

mature themes and material that can impact strongly on viewers. IFCO encourages citizens 

to read the guidance that accompanies the classification to identify issues and elements that 

may be sensitive for them and their teens. Films classified at 16 can contain strong, realistic 

violence, graphic injury detail, gore and horror. Sexual violence can be included with 

contextual justification. Strong sex scenes and scenes of dangerous behaviour are 

permitted. Bad language and discriminatory language can be strong and frequent.  

18 Guidance Guidelines 

Films classified in this category are suitable only for persons of eighteen or over. Those over 

18 are free to choose what they want to watch. In addition to strong language, sexual 

content, violence, horror and dangerous behaviour, films classified as 18 can contain 

material and themes that can impact strongly on viewers. IFCO encourages citizens to read 
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the guidance that accompanies the classification to identify issues and elements that may 

be sensitive for them. 


